       Sections in the Language Biography Part

1.  My language learning history

The purpose of this section is to encourage learners to build up a clear picture of the extent and range of their language learning. It will also inform other people, for example when you start a new course at a different school, or apply for a new job.  

In this section learners give a chronological overciew of all their language learning experiences. This would include any languages learners were exposed to as a child, e.g. within the family or through living abroad or in regions of their own country where a different language is spoken, languages  they learned in school, visits to other countries or using other languages at work.

Learners update the Language Biography from time to time and add new experiences and learning. They should include all their languages. Even a very limited knowledge of another language is important and should be recorded. This might have been gained while taking a holiday in another country or a part of their country where a different language is spoken. Or they might have acquired some understanding of another language through watching TV and films, or reading newspapers etc.

When learners fill in the section Summary of language learning and intercultural experiences in the Language Passport, they base their answer on the information that they have supplied here.

  2.     Assessing the language learning process
The purpose of this section is to help learners clarify why they are learning a particular language and what they want to achieve by doing so. This section may help teachers plan a course programme taking learners’ learning aims into account. Learners out of formal learning environments, may use this section to decide what to work on.

3.   Linguistic and intercultural experiences

In this section learners record any intercultural experiences which have influenced them. They might have brought about an improvement in their linguistic competence and/or they might have improved their knowledge and understanding of another culture. For example, many people become far more motivated to learn another language after getting to know someone from the country where the language is spoken, after spending a holiday in the country or taking part in an exchange visit. Or learners might have increased their interest in the language and culture as a result of reading books or listening to music. Perhaps they are a fan of a sports team from that country. 

Think about  how these experiences have changed your attitude to the language and culture concerned.
4. Personal language achievement in 4+ 1 skills
The purpose of this section is to help learners assess their language skills and set learning objectives. They can carry out the self-assessment at regular intervals and see where they are making progress. The Passport Grid for self-assessment contains summary descriptions of what a person can do in a language at each level with regard to Listening, Reading, Spoken Interaction, Spoken Production and Writing. In this part learners and teachers also see the target Strategies and Language Quality descriptors for each separate language level. The purpose of the checklists in the Language Biography is to break these general descriptions down into more specific statements, which can help learners set learning objectives and whether they have assessed themselves at the correct level. 
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